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to the table in front of them, said softly but excitedly, "Look at the rainbows!".Disbelieving his eyes, Junior reached across his body with his left hand and picked up the
quarter. Although it had been lying in his right palm, it was cold. Icy..This time he didn't flip the quarter straight into the air. He tipped his hand, and with his thumb, he shot
the coin toward Agnes..He pressed his right ear to the door, held his breath, heard nothing, and addressed the top lock first. Quietly, he slid the thin pick of the lock-release
gun into the key channel, under the pin tumblers..Sitting in the client's chair, across the cigarette-scarred desk from Nolly, Junior heard or imagined that he heard the scurry
of tiny rodent feet behind him, and something chewing on paper inside a pair of rust spotted filing cabinets. Repeatedly, he wiped at the back of his neck or reached down
to rub a hand over his ankles, convinced that insects were crawling on him..In recounting the fortune-telling session, Agnes had not told the magician about the four jacks of
spades, only about the aces of diamonds and hearts. She never wore her worries for anyone to see; and though she had made a joke of the appearance of the fourth knave
on Friday, Edom knew that it had deeply troubled her..Because he kept imagining the stealthy sounds of a dead cop rising in vengeance behind him, Junior switched on the
radio. He tuned in a station featuring a Top 40 countdown.."Anyway, something clicked in me on the roller coaster, and I grasped a new angle of approach to the problem.
I've figured out that I can walk in the idea of sight, sort of sharing the vision of another me, in another reality, without actually going there." He smiled into her astonishment.
"So what do you say about that?".On New Year's Day, the town learned that it had lost its first son in Vietnam. Agnes had known the parents all her life, and she despaired
that even with her willingness to help, with all her good intentions, there was nothing she could do to ease their pain. She recalled her anguish as she'd waited to learn if
Barty's eye tumors had spread along the optic nerve to his brain. The thought of her neighbors losing a child to war made her turn to Paul in the night. "Just hold me," she
murmured..Like a disc fish with silvery scales, the coin lay in the cup of Junior's palm. Directly over his life line.."You mean it's like with you in the kitchen, but not if you go
into the living room? Your cold has a mind of its own?"."If I ever have trots, you'll know." And then in the Cheese voice: "CAN WE LISTEN TO THE BOOK TALK IN YOUR
ROOM?".Although he ate more meals in restaurants than not, he hadn't ordered a burger in twenty-two months, since finding the quarter embedded in the half-melted slice
of cheddar, in December of '65. Indeed, since then, he'd never risked a sandwich of any kind in a restaurant, limiting his selections to foods that were served open on the
plate..In the motel office, Junior paid for another night in advance. His preference in lodgings didn't run to greasy carpeting, cigarette-scarred furniture, and the whispery
scuttling of cockroaches in the dark, but though feeling better, he was too tired and shaky to drive..The machine, one in a bank of four, wasn't filled with ordinary
newspapers, which cost only a dime, but with a raunchy tabloid aimed at heterosexual swingers..Holding on to the jamb with one hand, Barty leaned across the threshold,
listening to the day. Birds. Softly rustling leaves. Nobody on the porch. Even trying hard to be quiet, people always made some little noise.
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